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May 2024 

This Bully Tin has been printed and postage provided with the generous assistance  
of the office of KATE DOUST MLC 

Next Muster:  3rd May 2024 at 7.00 pm, at the Auditorium,  
Swan Care, Plantation Drive, Bentley 

MC: Bill Gordon billgordon1948@gmail.com 0428 651 098   
Reading from the classics: Heather Denholm  

Theme: Tribute to Chris Taylor—Let Bill Know if you already recite one of Chris’s poems  
or ask for one to read/recite.  

The 

WA BUSH POETS AND YARNSPINNERS 
 A tribute evening to  

CHRIS TAYLOR 
one of our most talented poets who passed away recently. 

FRIDAY 3rd May 2024 
At 

BENTLEY AUDITORIUM 
7PM—9.30pm 

Supper provided (gold coin donation) 

ALL WELCOME  
 Come and share some of his well constructed heartfelt poetry. 

Entry $8 for visitors   
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President’s Ramblings May 2024 

How many times do we say “I’ll do that next week” or “Yes, I’ll get on to it tomorrow”? Such was my   

procrastination surrounding the task of backing up my computer. To quote Banjo Paterson, “He should 

have gone there last week”. Had I done my computer backup last week I would not have lost all my    

document files when I accidentally deleted them. This is not “Poor Bill” but rather “Silly Bill”. I am coping 

with the disruption. If you have not received the reply from me don’t hesitate to send me a reminder but 

please be patient with this poor incompetent geriatric. 

On a brighter note, the tribute to Chris Taylor is coming together well for the muster on 3 rd May. Ten of 

Chris’s poems will be read or recited on the night and we are hoping for a good number of people to 

come along to hear the poetry of one of our most talented members. Look forward to seeing you there 

and make sure you bring a friend for this special night. 

Sunday 5th May is the Moondyne Festival at Toodyay. WA Bush Poets will be well represented there    

reciting and promoting our association and Toodyay Bush Poetry Festival. Our stall will again be in the 

much more appropriate position in the grounds of the Anglican Church, well away from the noisy        

generators and food vans. Unfortunately Meg and I have other commitments on the day but Bev has 

done a great job mustering poets to support the day. 

On Friday 26th April we will be meeting in Kojonup to pay our last respects to Bob Brackenbury at a short 

ceremony at the cemetery starting at 12 noon and lunch to follow. Bob was a keen member of WABPYS 

and served a term on the committee.  

Meg and I will be heading for SE Queensland for a family gathering. We also intend to catch up with our 

many bush poetry friends in that part of the country. We will be back in Perth for the June muster before 

heading north for some winter sunshine. 

Bill Gordon     President 

The Moondyne Festival 2024  

is scheduled to take place in Toodyay, Western Australia on Sunday, May 5th, 2024. This lively event 
celebrates the life and escapades of the iconic Moondyne Joe, the legendary bushranger of the Avon 

Valley. Attendees are encouraged to dress in pioneer period costumes, whether they choose to be 
a floozie, swaggie, or street urchin. The festival features re-enactments of Moondyne Joe’s various    

adventures throughout the town, including his arrests and mock trials. So mark your calendar and join in 
the fun at this free-to-attend festival!  
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On The Wings of a Whim 

 

There’s a peacefulness you sense here from the moment you arrive, 

and you wonder if this helped those early settlers to survive. 

With the trickling of a creek that seems to sing its own sweet song, 

as it wends on past the homestead as it gently flows along. 

And I wonder what had tempted me to head on out this way, 

was it just a whim, or something else, that lured me here today? 

 

Though the old house was still standing, all its people are long gone, 

Yet you sense a presence - do their ghostly auras still live on? 

For their imprints still survive in clues left scattered all around, 

even badly mottled photos from those days can still be found. 

Showing ladies in their wide brimmed hats and bonnets that they wore 

and the whiskery old men as well - back in those days of yore. 

 

It’s like peeping back into the past when stepping through the door, 

you can feel it all around you with the creaking of the floor. 

And there’s something seems to haunt’s this place, or is it only me, 

with imagination tracking to a time that used to be. 

While an eerie sense of being watched is ever present too, 

and the rooms are full of old house sounds that seem to echo through. 

 

This awakens childhood memories of things I used to know, 

and remembered from the stories Dad had told me years ago. 

And I feel that I’m intruding here with every step I take, 

it’s like treading on their dreams once forged in hope and some heartbreak. 

Yet it has survived until this day, though somewhat fragile now, 

sadly, through neglect, I sense it’s use-by date is near somehow. 

 

******       

©T.E. Piggott                                                  
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April Muster Anzac Display (above) courtesy of  

our MC for the evening Heather Denholm (below) 

Don Gunn who dressed in  

Light Horse Brigade uniform & also performed  
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John Hayes 
Christine Boult 

April Muster Performers 

Bill Gordon 

Meg Gordon 

Rob Gunn 

Daniel Avery 

Keith ‘Cobber’ Lethbridge 
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Reminder: Could everyone who performs at Musters please  have a synopsis available on the night or send one via 
email  to shorland@iinet.net.au for the Muster write up.   

Thanks in advance Bev  

Bush Poets Muster Writeup Friday Poets Muster April 2024 courtesy of Bev Shorland 
 
President Bill Gordon opened with a welcome to everyone and congratulated MC Heather Denholm on her wonderful ANZAC 
display. Heather had gone to a great deal of effort, she had a couple of Army uniforms, Anzac biscuit tins, books, pictures, med-
als. It was wonderful, well-done Heather, and thank you. 
The theme for the first half of the night was to commemorate Anzac. 
 
Keith 'Cobber' Lethbridge    'Gallipoli' 
“Gallipoli” tells the story of Australian men, from all walks of life, heading off to fight at Gallipoli.  What awaits those who re-
turn, and how will they manage? 
 Keith played the Last Post on the mouth organ. it was very moving. 
 
Rob Gunn      'And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda'      by Eric Bogle 
A moving Anti War Ballad, sung tonight by Rob Gunn. 
 
Don Gunn  Don Dressed in his Light Horse Brigade uniform read the poem    
      'Australia'            by Tom Quilty. 
A strong and patriotic call to arms against a foreign foe. Australians will never be slaves. 
 
Christine Boult       'No Foe Shall Gather Our Harvest'  by Mary Gilmore 
Similar sentiments to Tom Quilty's poem. 'We are the sons of Australia, No foe will gather our Harvest, or sit on our stockyard 
rail' 
 
Bill Gordon     'We're all Australians Now'  Banjo Patterson 
 Written as an open letter to the troops in November 2015, this poem affirms the rise of Australia as a nation under one flag, 
regardless of state allegiances and irrespective of country of ancestry. 
 
Meg Gordon    'Remember the Waltzing'   Jim Haynes 
 This poem tells of the lonely life of a woman whose man does not return from Kokoda. They loved dancing and were looking 
forward to waltzing once he came back home. After the war she never married and could not bear to see his name on the wall 
in the local town hall. 
 
John Hayes     'The Singing Soldiers'   C. J. Dennis 
It seems to this soldier that wherever the Australian troops were serving they always seemed to be singing, even when on 
board the troopship 'Southland' which was carrying Australian troops from Alexandria to Gallipoli when it was torpedoed and 
sunk in the Aegean sea. 
 
Daniel Avery    'Simpson and His Donkey'  Thomas Henry 
Written by 12 year old Thomas Henry, this poem is based on a true story. 
Simpson and his donkey saved many wounded soldiers bringing them out to safety until they too were killed. 
 
Christine Boult    'Keiths Souvenir' 
Keith brought back a small pine cone from Gallipoli, After many years his Aunt was able to save some seeds and raise them into 
seedlings , they grew into trees. Now there are over 100 trees struck from those first seeds. Memorials to the soldiers who 
fought and died at Lone Pine at Gallipoli. 
 
Heather Denholm                   'My Inheritance' 
Thinking of family members who served in the armed forces during various wars, I wanted to say thank you to them, because 
they left me an inheritance Their Blood runs through my veins . 
 
Bev. Shorland     'An Old Mans Memories'    Roger Cracknell 
An old man marches on yet another ANZAC Day, he remembers his comrades, and the terrible consequences of war. There are 
fewer men marching each year. 

 
Supper (cont. next page) 
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Bush Poets Muster Writeup Friday  cont.… 
 
After Supper:   Reading from the Classics 
 
Christine Boult    Breaker Morant 
Born in England named Edwin Henry Morant. At the age of 19 came to Australia, changed his name to Harry Harbord Morant. 
He acquired a reputation as a horse- breaker. He wrote bush ballards in the Bulletin under the name of 'The Breaker'. He went 
and fought in South Africa in the Boer war and was executed towards the end of the war. there is still controversy surrounding 
his execution. 

 
     'Brigalow Mick'    Breaker Morant 
A Stockman, a horseman is Brigalow Mick, he is the best the station ever had. 
 
     'In the Prison Cell I Sadly Sit' Breaker Morant 
A Final poem written in his cell before His execution. Not a sad and gloomy poem,    
  " It really ain't the place or time 
  To reel of rhyming diction 
  But yet we'll write a final rhyme 
  Whilst waiting Cru-ci-fixion"  accepting his fate. 
 
     'Kitty's Broom' 
Watching young Kitty as she cleans and sweeps the room. 
 
Keith Lethbridge   
A tune on his Mouth Organ        ‘Cherry Pink & Apple Blossom White’. 
 
     'A Decent Aussie Bloke' 
 ‘A Decent Aussie Bloke’, tells about Arthur Leggett, who fought in WW2, was captured, & spent years in a German POW camp 
before returning to Australia after the war.  This poem was written for his 100th birthday. 
 
Daniel Avery   'My Life’ 
Born with Cerebral Palsy, Daniel describes his life through schooldays being teased, to growing up, having a job and achieving 
everything 'normal' people do. A life of fun and adventure... more then most 'normal' people do. 
 
Deb McQuire  'Ducky Goes Cruising' 
 
A light hearted tale about a duck sets off on a cruise ship. 
 
 
Rob Gunn   " Tale Of the Never Never"   Coral Dacey 
A couple of Chaps looking for work outback come across a leather case, inside was' the outfit of a minister'. So for a couple of 
months they travel around the outback visiting homesteads and remote farms ' Christening', 'marring' and ministering to the 
folks in the back blocks. They were welcomed, fed and given comfortable places to stay, as well as donations given. they didn't 
do that for too long in case of being found out. a very entertaining yarn. 
 
Bev. Shorland   'Good Friday'     Diane Kay 
The thoughts from one of the criminals Crucified beside Jesus on Good Friday. 
 
Heather Denholm  'The Green Hill'    Heather Denholm 
The place is not a green hill.  The Irish writer of that well known Easter song was wrong. The place for Crucifixions was a deso-
late rough barren rocky quarry. 
 
John Hayes   'Violets'     C.J. Dennis 
To make up with Doreen he is picking Gypsy Violets for her. But when the young son arrives home after a fight at school there 
is further trouble. Dave is pleased with his son and wants to give him a bit of further coaching in self defence, but Doreen will 
have non of it. 
 
Heather Denholm  'Vertically Challenged' 
This tells the story, in a light hearted way of the many problems faced when only 4 foot 8 inches or 142cms, clothing doesn’t 
fit, shopping for groceries everything is on the top unreachable shelf, so having to ask customers for help, then asking if there 
is anything they need from the bottom shelf, as I’m already down there. Life is fun and a challenge. 
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Bush Poets Muster Writeup Friday  cont... 
 
Bill Gordon   “The Water of the Wells”   by Jack Drake. 
 
 The charge of Beersheba was the turning point in world war one in the Middle East, signalling the demise of the Ottoman  
Empire. The desperation of the cavalry charge is captured in graphic detail in this action packed poem. 
 
Bill Closed the night reminding everyone that the May Muster on Friday 3rd May the first half the night will be a tribute to 
Chris Taylor. Poets are encouraged to learn or read some of Chris's poems. 
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June Muster: Bev Shorland O487 764 897 shorland@iinet.net.au  
Theme: Hats  

WA poets –past and present Poets bring in your books/CDs to sell  
Poems from Henry Lawson 

2024 BULLY TIN ROADWISE TOODYAY CHALLENGE      
SHORT POEM COMPETITION  

Prize sponsored by the Bully Tin 
(ADDITIONAL PRIZES TO BE ADVISED PENDING SPONSORSHIP APPROVAL) 

This year’s theme is  * Fatigue 

Conditions of Entry: 20 Lines of Verse with good Rhythm and Rhyme  
Poems to be read or performed on Sunday at Toodyay Bush Poets Festival  

8th - 10th Nov 2024 (check program for details when available) 

Above Lavender Bay 

’Tis glorious morning everywhere 
    Save where the alleys lie— 
I see the fleecy steam jets bid 
    “Good morning” to the sky. 
The gullies of the waratah 
    Are near, with fall and pool, 
And by the shadowed western rocks 
    The bays are fresh and cool. 

To “points” that hint of Italy— 

    Of Italy and Spain— 

I see the busy ferry boats 

    Come nosing round again. 

To the toy station down below 

    I see the toy trains run— 

(I wonder when those ferry boats 

    Will get their business done?) 

 

Above the Bay called Lavender 

    This bard is domiciled, 

Where up through rich, dark greenery 

    The red-tiled roofs are piled— 

(At least some are—I hope that soon 

    They all shall be red-tiled)— 

A moonlight night in middle-age 

    That makes one feel a child. 

Close over, to the nearer left— 

    That feels the ocean breeze— 

A full moon in a dim blue sky 

    A church spire and dark trees. 

And, further right, the harsher heights 

    Of Mosman, Double Bay, 

And Rose Bay, with their scattered lights, 

    Have softened with the day. 

And fair across to where we know 

    The shelving sea cliffs are— 

The lighthouse, with a still faint glow, 

    Beneath a twinkling star. 

Across the harbour from the right, 

    And fairly in a line, 

The Clock-tower on the City Hall, 

    A ship-mast and a pine. 

 

The pale and bright, yet dusky blue, 

    And crossed by fleecy bars, 

Flings out the brilliant city lights, 

    The moonlight and the stars— 

And like a transformation scene, 

    On sheet glass down below, 

The fairy-lighted ferry boats 

    Are gliding to and fro. 

Henry Lawson 

https://allpoetry.com/Above-Lavender-Bay
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COMPETITIONS  AND EVENTS AROUND AUSTRALIA 
WRITTEN EVENTS are in PURPLE 

 
For more details and entry forms  
please go to the ABPA website  
www.abpa.org.au and www.writingwa.org 
 

MAY 2024 

 
3 May — Closing Date — Cloncurry Prize Poetry Competition, Cloncurry, Queensland. 
 
10 May — Closing Date — Laura Literary Awards, Laura, SA. 
 
15 May — Closing Date — Eastwood/Hills FAW Literary Competitions, Sydney, NSW. 
 

JUNE 2024 

 
30 June — Early bird Deadline — Australian Poetry Film Festival, Guyra NSW. 
 

AUGUST 2024 
 
31 August — Closing Date — The Betty Olle Poetry Award, Kyabram, Victoria. 
 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

 
30 September — Regular Deadline — Australian Poetry Film Festival, Guyra NSW. 
 

OCTOBER 2024 
 
1 October — Closing Date — Silver Quill written competition, Toodyay, WA. 
 

NOVEMBER 2024 

 
8-10 November — WA State Championships, performance and written, Toodyay, 
WA. 
See 1 October closing date for Silver Quill written competition. 

12 November — Late Entries Deadline — Australian Poetry Film Festival, Guyra NSW. 
 
16-18 November — Australian Poetry Film Festival, Best Australian Poetry Film, Bush Poetry Film,        
Student Poetry Film, Guyra NSW. See 30 June Early bird Deadline, 30 September Regular Deadline,  
12 November Late Entries Deadline. 

mailto:info@writingwa.org
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Members—Do you have poetic  products for sale? If so please let the editor know so you can be added to this list 
Members can contact the poets via the Assn. Secretary or visit website - Go to the “Performance Poets” page 

Don’t forget our website www.wabushpoets.asn.au   
Please contact the Webmaster,  if you would like to see your poems featured in the Members Poetry 

section. 

Address correspondence for the “Bully Tin” to: Bully Tin Editor, PO Box 364, Bentley 6982 or deb.mcquire@bigpond.com 
Address correspondence for the Secretary to: WA Bush Poets & Yarnspinners Assoc, PO Box 364 Bentley  6982 

Correspondence re monetary payments for Treasurer to: WA Bush Poets & Yarnspinners Assoc, PO Box 364 Bentley 6982 
Bank Transfer: Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000  A/C#158764837  

Please notify treasurer of payment : treasurer@wabushpoets.asn.au 

If you would like to be part of a forum—post your poetry, see what other contemporary bush poets are writing, keep up to 

date with poetry events throughout Australia—visit www.abpa.org.au or www.bushverse.com  

 Regular Events  
 

WA Bush Poets:   1st Friday each month  MC details see front page                                                                                                                                       
     - 7pm Bentley Auditorium, Bentley Park WA  

 

Bunbury Bush Poets:  1st Monday every ‘even’ month   Ph. Alan Aitken - 0400 249 243  
     - The Parade Hotel,  

     1 Austral Parade, East Bunbury.   or Ian Farrell 0408 212 636                                    
 
 
 

Goldfields Bush Poetry Group:  1st Wednesday each month.     Ph. Ken Ball - 0419 94 3376  
     - 7.30pm 809 Kalgoorlie Country Club,  
     108 Egan St. Kalgoorlie  
 
 

Committee Members—WA Bush Poets & Yarn Spinners  2024 

 
President   Bill Gordon     0428 651 098  billgordon1948@gmail.com  
Vice President  Rodger Kohn   0419 666 168  rodgershirley@bigpond.com 
Secretary   Peter “Stinger” Nettleton  0407 7700 53  stinger@iinet.net.au 
Treasurer   Sue Hill    0418 941 016  suzi.tonyhill@bigpond.com  
 
Committee 

 
Meg Gordon   - Toodyay Festival  Sec.  0404 075 108  meggordon4@bigpond.com         
    - Web Control 
    - Secretary of the ABPA 

Bev  Shorland       0487 764 897  shorland@iinet.net.au  
Jem Shorland       0487 764 897  shorland@iinet.net.au  
Anne Hayes        0428 542 418   hayseed1@optusnet.com.au 

Don Gunn        0418 930 821  bigunnz@iinet.net.au 
Maxine Richter        0429 339 002  maxine.richter@bigpond.com 
Deb McQuire            - Bully Tin editor   0428 988 315  deb.mcquire@bigpond.com 
Irene Conner  - State Rep APBA   0429 652 155  iconner21@wn.com.au                      

mailto:billgordon1948@gmail.com

